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have become more and more profitable, especially for those
who had the means of purchasing slaves.
While economic reasons thus led the 'powerful' to acquire
landed property, the 'poor' were forced by fiscal, or rather
by administrative, reasons to sell their lands. The humiliores
were burdened by taxes payable in cash, rendered still more
oppressive by the epibole, the forced labour and contributions
in kind, that were even heavier than the taxes.1 Beyond
these there were, in addition, various obligations which a
policy of State intervention imposed upon the people.2 In
theory, no doubt, the fiscal and administrative laws did not
discriminate between the rich and the poor, but in practice,
the 'powerful', who possessed ready capital, could pay the
taxes with infinitely greater ease;3 moreover, by reason of
their social position, being better able to withstand the tax-
collector, they frequently evaded fiscal contributions or
administrative regulations and, in any case, saw to it that
these measures did not degenerate into oppressive exactions.
This was so generally the case that the free peasant came to
envy the serf of the great landowner or of the monastery,
who lived protected against the State official and who, in
case of a bad harvest, could look to his master to supply his
needs; and no doubt, in many cases, this comparison
induced the freeman voluntarily to embrace the state of
serfdom.
In the sphere of politics Emperors might themselves
belong to the landed aristocracy or might be too dependent
upon the support of that class to combat it with any deter-
mination. This was the case with the weak successors of
Basil II and even, to a certain degree, with the Comneni,
Moreover, the example of the West, with which the Crusades
brought the Comneni into contact, the powerful attraction
exercised by Western chivalry,4 the abandonment of the
system of 'military lands' for the semi-feudal system of
1 For details, see pp. 83-4 infra,
* Some of these obligations were very unexpected, as, for example, the obligation
of widows to marry barbarians settled by the Emperor in the district.
3  It is well known, even in our day, how heavy a burden the taxes payable in
cash constitute for the farmer, who is always short of ready money.
4  On the development of this idea, cf. N. lorga, Histoire de la *vie byxantine
(Bucharest, 1934), vol. iii, chap. i.